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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-23, drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 606, subclass 207. 

II. Claims 24-25, drawn to a method of use, classified in class 606, subclass 
57. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions Group I and Group II are related as process and apparatus for its 
practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as 
claimed can be practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or 
(2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different 
process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the apparatus may be used in a materially 
different method. For example, the mating component may be inserted parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the receiving component. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: figures 2, 6, 8 and 10. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed specie for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1 and 22 are generic. 
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Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

During a telephone conversation with Scott Pierce on March 20, 2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of apparatus 
claims 1-23 and the specie designated by figure 2. Applicant stated that claims 1-23 
read on the elected figure 2. However, upon review of the claims and in light of the 
specification and the drawings, examiner determined that claims 5, 10, 1 1, 13, 19 and 
23 do not read on the elected specie as indicated by figure 2. Claims 5, 13 and 19 are 
discussed in paragraphs 23, 25 and 3, respectively, as being alternative embodiments 
and do not characterize the embodiment illustrated in figure 2. Claims 10, 11 and 23 
are directed to the embodiment illustrated in figures 8 and 10. Affirmation of this election 
must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 5, 10, 11, 13, 19 and 
23-24 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as 
being drawn to non-elected inventions. 
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Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the limitations of 
claims 5, 13 and 19 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: "the planar 
surfaces" lacks antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 3 and 16-18, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. The claims recite, "the receiving component is resisted by the 
receiving component independently from any resistive force applied by the locking 
mechanism." First, the locking member appears to apply a force perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the receiving member to retain the tip in position as illustrated in 
figure 5. As such, the locking member applies a friction force that resists longitudinal 
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there is no direction along the longitudinal axis of the receiving component that is "away 
from the receiving component." For example, if in figure 3 a force is exerted on the tip 
in an upward direction on the page, then the force would be exerted toward the distal 
surfaces 76 of the receiving member from the reference point of surfaces 64 and 68. 
Hence, there can be no force applied to the tip along the longitudinal axis of the 
receiving component that is directed "away" from the receiving component. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3 and 16-18, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The scope of the claims 
cannot be determined. Is a force actually applied to the mating component or is this a 
hypothetical scenario? Furthermore, "Resisted by the receiving component 
independently from any resistive force applied by the locking mechanism" is unclear. 
What does "independently" mean? Does it mean that the locking mechanism exerts no 
force or that theoretically speaking the forces of the locking mechanism and the 
receiving component are taken in isolation? What is the "resistive force" applied by the 
locking mechanism? 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1,2, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,261 ,296 to Aebi et al. Aebi discloses in figure 7 and column 6, 
lines 45-62 a receiving component 14, a modular tip 44, and a locking mechanism 64 
(including a biased ball and detent). The tip is inserted perpendicular to the longitudinal 
axis. 



Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 2,173,215 to Shover. Shover discloses in figure 2 a receiving component 9, 
a modular tip 13, and a locking mechanism having a first member including the head 
and a second member including the shaft. 
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in figure 2 a receiving component 7, a modular tip 13 and a locking mechanism 14 and 
26. The mating component 23 is coupled to the receiving component at element 22. 
Element 22 exerts a force on element 23 which is the direction of the longitudinal axis 
and away from the receiving component. The locking mechanism secures the tip along 
at least two surfaces 27 and its opposing surface on the tip. Respecting claim 23, the 
tip includes a mating component including surface 23 and the surfaces located within 
the receiving element, which are configured to engage the receiving component. 

Respecting claims 12 and 21, the receiving component includes a recess (in 
which the tip 13 resides) and an opening (either the opening receiving the tip 13 or the 
opening wherein the locking member resides), which both form a connecting member. 
The connecting member engages a recess in the mating component 1 1 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to D. Jacob Davis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4693. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo C. Robert can be reached on (571) 272-4719. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





